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2022 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4722

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) and the Senator
from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
4722 intended to be proposed to H.R.
4350, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2022 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 4733

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 4733 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 4350, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2022 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. 3233. A bill to help increase the de-
velopment, distribution, and use of
clean cookstoves and fuels to improve
health, protect the climate and envi-
ronment, empower women, create jobs,
and help consumers save time and
money; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Clean Cooking
Support Act. I am pleased to be joined
in this effort by my friend and col-
league, Senator DURBIN. Our bill aims
to address a serious global public
health and environmental issue where
leadership by the United States can
make a real difference.

Today, close to 3 billion people, or
one-third of the global population, rely
on ‘‘dirty cooking,” such as open fires
or inefficient, polluting, and unsafe
cookstoves that use agricultural waste,
coal, dung, wood, charcoal, or other
solid fuels, to cook their meals. The
majority of people using these types of
cookstoves and fuels are in developing
countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America.

Exposure to smoke from these tradi-
tional cooking methods and open fires,
referred to as ‘‘household air pollu-
tion,” causes chronic and acute dis-
eases such as lung cancer, heart dis-
ease, and stroke. Alarmingly, the
household air pollution caused by tra-
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ditional cookstoves and open tires
causes 4 million premature deaths an-
nually, including 400,000 children
younger than 5 years of age, most of
whom live in sub-Saharan Africa.
Women and girls are disproportion-
ately affected, as they spend hours
cooking, inhaling toxic smoke, and col-
lecting fuels.

These cookstoves also create serious
environmental problems. Household air
pollution does not remain in the home;
it contributes to more than 10 percent
of global ambient air pollution. Ac-
cording to the EPA, greenhouse gas
emissions from nonrenewable wood
fuels for cooking amount to 2 percent
of the global CO2 emissions, on par
with the global CO2 emissions from the
aviation or shipping industries. In 2019,
more than 600,000 deaths were attrib-
uted to ambient air pollution stem-
ming from the household combustion
of solid fuels.

These cookstoves should be replaced
with modern alternatives to reverse
these alarming health and environ-
mental trends. Since 2010, the Clean
Cooking Alliance, an innovative pub-
lic-private partnership hosted by the
United Nations Foundation, has sup-
ported the adoption of clean cooking
worldwide, with the goal of achieving
universal access to clean cooking by
2030. Recognizing the serious health
and environmental issues posed by tra-
ditional cookstoves, the Alliance aims
to save lives, improve livelihoods, em-
power women, and combat pollution by
creating a thriving global market for
clean and efficient household cooking
solutions. In April, President Biden an-
nounced that the U.S. is resuming and
strengthening its commitment to the
Clean Cooking Alliance, and during a
recent presentation at the 2021 United
Nations Climate Change Conference
that covered clean cooking and house-
hold energy, EPA Administrator Mi-
chael Regan reaffirmed this under-
taking as well.

Our legislation reinforces our coun-
try’s policy on promoting clean cook-
stoves and seeks to take a whole-of-
government approach to address house-
hold air pollution. Specifically, the
Clean Cooking Support Act would cre-
ate an interagency working group,
with representatives from at least six
different Federal agencies, committed
to increasing access to clean cooking
fuels and technologies worldwide. Our
legislation explicitly spells out the role
of each Federal agency in the advance-
ment of clean cooking as well. The De-
partment of Energy, for instance, is
tasked with research and development
to spur the production of low-cost, low-
emission, and high-efficiency cook-
stoves, while the Department of State
is directed to engage in diplomatic ac-
tivities across the globe to support the
clean cooking and fuels sector. Finally,
our bill would authorize funding for the
U.S. Government to continue such ac-
tivities through 2027, to ensure that

S8453

these important efforts to prevent un-
necessary illness and reduce pollution
around the globe continue.

Our legislation would directly benefit
some of the world’s poorest people, in-
cluding the women and girls who are
disproportionately affected, and reduce
harmful pollution that affects us all. I
urge my colleagues to join me and Sen-
ator DURBIN in supporting the Clean
Cooking Support Act.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr.
REED):

S. 3251. A bill to provide that chapter
1 of title 9 of the United States Code,
relating to the enforcement of arbitra-
tion agreements, shall not apply to en-
rollment agreements made between
students and certain institutions of
higher education, and to prohibit limi-
tations on the ability of students to
pursue claims against certain institu-
tions of higher education; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 3251

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Court Legal
Access and Student Support Act of 2021 or
the “CLASS Act of 2021”".

SEC. 2. INAPPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER 1 OF
TITLE 9, UNITED STATES CODE, TO
ENROLLMENT AGREEMENTS MADE
BETWEEN STUDENTS AND CERTAIN
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 of title 9 of the
United States Code (relating to the enforce-
ment of arbitration agreements) shall not
apply to an enrollment agreement made be-
tween a student and an institution of higher
education.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“institution of higher education’ has the
meaning given such term in section 102 of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1002).

SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON LIMITATIONS ON ABIL-
ITY OF STUDENTS TO PURSUE
CLAIMS AGAINST CERTAIN INSTITU-
TIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

Section 487(a) of the Higher Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1094(a)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

‘(80) The institution will not require any
student to agree to, and will not enforce, any
limitation or restriction (including a limita-
tion or restriction on any available choice of
applicable law, a jury trial, or venue) on the
ability of a student to pursue a claim, indi-
vidually or with others, against an institu-
tion in court.”.

SEC. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Act and the amendments made by

this Act shall take effect 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 456—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR A
FREE, FAIR, AND PEACEFUL DE-
CEMBER 4, 2021, ELECTION IN
THE GAMBIA

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. RISCH,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. COONS, Mr. ROUNDS,
Mr. B0o0OzMAN, and Mr. CARDIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. RES. 456

Whereas, in 1965, The Gambia became inde-
pendent from Great Britain;

Whereas, in 1970, The Gambia became a re-
public following a public referendum, and
Dawda Jawara was elected president and
subsequently reelected an additional five
times;

Whereas, from 1970 to 1994, The Gambia
was one of Africa’s longest running democ-
racies and home to the continent’s human
rights body, the African Commission on
Human and People’s Rights;

Whereas, in 1994, President Jawara was
forcibly removed from office in a coup by the
Armed Forces Provisional Ruling Council
(AFPRC), led by Lieutenant Yahya Jammeh;

Whereas, after two years of direct AFPRC
rule that was heavily criticized by the inter-
national community, a flawed constitutional
reform process occurred and The Gambia
scheduled a new presidential election;

Whereas, in the lead up to the September
1996 presidential election, the Jammeh mili-
tary government outlawed the country’s
main opposition parties, restricted media
freedom, prohibited meetings between rival
candidates and foreign diplomats, and used
soldiers to attack opposition rallies;

Whereas Jammeh won the 1996 presidential
election in a process widely regarded as
flawed by international observers;

Whereas President Jammeh won reelection
in 2001, 2006, and 2011 in electoral processes
marred by political repression, intimidation,
and technical flaws;

Whereas Jammeh’s presidency saw tar-
geted violence and widespread gross human
rights violations, particularly against mem-
bers of the media, including the murder of
editor Deyda Hydara and the disappearance
of journalist Ebrima Manneh;

Whereas President Jammeh personally or-
dered the kidnapping and torture of individ-
uals he accused of ‘‘witchcraft’” and threat-
ened others over their sexual orientation;

Whereas thousands of Gambians fled into
exile out of concern for their safety, becom-
ing refugees in Africa at large and elsewhere;

Whereas the Jammeh government’s human
rights record was widely criticized by re-
gional and international human rights
groups, as well as the United States, Euro-
pean Union, and members of the United
States Senate;

Whereas, in December 2016, opposition
grand coalition candidate Adama Barrow,
who campaigned on the promise of electoral
and constitutional reform, won an upset
election victory against President Jammeh;

Whereas, immediately after the 2016 elec-
tion, Jammeh publicly accepted the defeat,
but then later rejected the results and re-
fused to depart the presidency;

Whereas Jammeh’s refusal to accept defeat
was widely condemned, with the African
Union refusing to recognize him as president
and the Economic Community of West Afri-
can States deploying an international inter-
vention force to The Gambia;
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Whereas, on January 19, 2017, Barrow was
sworn in as president at the Gambian Em-
bassy in Senegal;

Whereas, on January 20, 2017, Jammeh and
his family departed The Gambia, reportedly
stealing more than $1,000,000,000 from state
coffers, eventually to appear in Equatorial
Guinea, where he remains in political exile
with impunity;

Whereas President Barrow initially agreed
to limit his term to a three-year transition
ending on January 19, 2020, but later stated
his intent to serve the full five-year con-
stitutional term;

Whereas the Gambian Truth, Reconcili-
ation, and Reparations Commission (TRRC)
was established by an act of the Gambian
Parliament to examine abuses committed
during the Jammeh era and make rec-
ommendations as to whom to hold account-
able;

Whereas more than 370 victims and former
government officials testified at widely
viewed TRRC hearings that documented
widespread human rights abuses;

Whereas the TRRC’s anticipated Sep-
tember 2021 final report submission to Presi-
dent Barrow was delayed; and

Whereas The Gambia will hold the first
post-Jammeh era presidential election on
December 4, 2021, which will include six pres-
idential candidates: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Gambian people on
the successful 2016 presidential election;

(2) supports the courageous and necessary
work of the Truth, Reconciliation, and Rep-
arations Commission to bring account-
ability, healing, and reconciliation to the
nation;

(3) calls on all parties and presidential can-
didates to participate in a free, fair, credible,
and peaceful December 4, 2021, presidential
election in The Gambia; and

(4) expresses the support of the American
people in The Gambia’s continued and note-
worthy democratic path forward.

————————

SENATE RESOLUTION 457—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF NOVEMBER 9,
2021, AS “NATIONAL MICROTIA
AND ATRESIA AWARENESS DAY”

Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, and Mr. MARKEY) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

S. REs. 457

Whereas microtia is a congenital anomaly,
affecting the outer ear, where the ear does
not fully develop during the first trimester
of pregnancy;

Whereas microtia is often accompanied by
aural atresia, which is the absence or closure
of the external auditory ear canal resulting
in hearing loss;

Whereas an estimated 750,000 people world-
wide have microtia;

Whereas microtia is diagnosed at birth, af-
fecting 1 ear or both ears, but there is no un-
derstanding as to why microtia occurs;

Whereas aural atresia is usually diagnosed
at birth, affecting 1 ear or both ears, but in
some cases may not be recognized until later
in life;

Whereas doctors and nurses may be well
versed in the conditions and quickly educate
and prepare parents;

Whereas, in certain settings, the condi-
tions are rare enough that misinformation or
lack of information quickly evaporates any
remaining sense of celebration that accom-
panies a birth; and
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Whereas living with facial challenges such
as craniofacial microsomia and hearing loss,
as well as the longing for social acceptance,
are some of the daily concerns for individ-
uals who are born with microtia or aural
atresia: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for the designation of
November 9, 2021, as ‘‘National Microtia and
Atresia Awareness Day’’;

(2) encourages each person of the United
States—

(A) to celebrate the community that is
made up of not only children and adults with
microtia or aural atresia, but families,
teachers, advocates, and medical profes-
sionals from around the world who foster
awareness and assistance; and

(B) to help promote public awareness of
microtia, aural atresia, and the hope that fu-
ture generations of families will leave the
hospital equipped with more answers than
questions, along with their dream for their
child intact;

(3) supports efforts to remove unnecessary
barriers and replace them with resources and
tools that aim to eliminate bullying and
clear the way for an even more successful fu-
ture for those with microtia or atresia;

(4) encourages Federal, State, and local
policymakers to work together—

(A) to raise awareness about microtia or
atresia;

(B) to improve proper diagnosis of microtia
or atresia; and

(C) to support advancements in technology
that improve the lives of those with microtia
and aural atresia; and

(5) encourages the President to issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to observe the day with appro-
priate awareness and educational activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 458—RECOG-
NIZING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S
FUND

Mr. COONS submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 458

Whereas, for 75 years, the United Nations
Children’s Fund (commonly known as
“UNICEF”’) has worked tirelessly to support
the rights and well-being of every child, in
partnership with the United States;

Whereas UNICEF was established in De-
cember 1946 to provide relief for children and
adolescents in war-ravished countries and for
child health purposes generally and to pro-
vide, without discrimination, assistance to
vulnerable children around the world;

Whereas, in 1965, the Nobel Prize was
awarded to UNICEF for the ‘‘promotion of
brotherhood among nations’’;

Whereas UNICEF has been and remains a
formidable and stalwart advocate for chil-
dren around the world;

Whereas UNICEF operates in more than 190
countries and territories to save the lives, to
defend the rights, and fulfill the potential of
children from early childhood through ado-
lescence;

Whereas UNICEF partners with United
States service organizations, including with
Rotary International to eradicate polio,
Kiwanis International to fight maternal and
neonatal tetanus and iodine deficiency dis-
orders, the American Red Cross to decrease
the incidence of childhood measles, Lions
Club International to promote and support
education initiatives globally, Special Olym-
pics International to protect and uphold the
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